
Development of a Devotion
The rosary as we know it today has developed since the Middle Ages.

Reflecting on the mysteries of our faith, we increase our knowledge and love of God.

Use your textbook for the starred items and the Internet or an encyclopedia to help you complete
the timeline. Put the letter for each event on the timeline to match the year it concerns.

BLEST ARE WE

A. Name “rosary” comes into use *

B. Pope Pius V determines 15 mysteries for the
rosary *

C. Dominicans set the form of the rosary as used
today *

D. Pope John Paul II adds the “Luminous Mysteries”

E. Pope Leo XIII decrees that the month of October
be dedicated to Mary as Queen of the Rosary

F. Medieval Christians pray the Lord’s Prayer in three
sets of 50 in place of 150 Psalms *

G. Pope Pius XII declares the Assumption of Mary to
be a dogma of faith.
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Parents, Catechists, Teachers: The purpose of devotions such as the
rosary is to enrich our lives as Christians. They are also valuable ways to
express and develop piety – one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps
your family could pray the rosary together as a form of devotion to Mary.


